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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Graham Elliott 

Vice Chairman: Mr Gordon Allan 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

Only one scheduled meeting this month: 4th November 2017.   

EVENTS 2017 

   

Winter Talk - Tuesday 7th November      See page 3 of this newsletter 

‘Bee Improvement for All’  - Sunday 19th November   See page 4 of this newsletter 

BeeCraft subscriptions are now due; your order and payment must be received no 

later than midday on November 28th at the latest. 

(See page 2 for details.) 

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01403 752493 grahammt@sky.com 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

If possible please arrive early this helps the meeting leader to arrange the right 

number of groups and allocate colonies.  Please sign the attendance book. 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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BEECRAFT REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATE AND RENEWALS 

– 2018 – 
  
BeeCraft is the leading monthly magazine for beekeepers and WGBKA members, through a bulk or-

der, get a reduced subscription rate. The magazine can be received in hard copy or viewed electroni-

cally. You can see a sample copy here: 

  

http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/ 

  

Subscriptions run from January (magazine delivered at the end of December) but in order to receive 

the reduced rate, BeeCraft need to be informed, and subscriptions received, by the cut off date. 

  

The direct subscription price from 1
st
 January 2018 is £28, but if you subscribe through Wisborough 

Green the cost will be £25.20, a discount of 10%. There is a digital version available at £16.60 (no dis-

count). Those subscribing to the paper version can also view the digital edition free of charge. 

  

In order to qualify (and to ensure uninterrupted delivery if you are renewing your subscription), I must 

receive your order and payment by midday on November 28th at the latest. 

  

You can either send a cheque (payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division) to: 

  

Gordon Allan 

Stone House 

High Street 

PETWORTH West Sussex 

GU28 0AU 

or 
Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “BeeCraft” 

AND email me on petworthgordon@btopenworld.com with the completed form and date of transfer. 

In both cases you must complete the slip at the bottom of this page indicating which edition you 

require (by deleting/crossing through the options you do not want). If no preference is given it will 

be assumed that you require the paper edition only. 
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Title/First name/ Surname: 

....................................................................................................................  

Address : ..........................................................................................................................................  

......................................................................................................................  

Post Code : ......................................  

  

E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................  

  

I would like the paper edition only (£25.20)  

I would like the paper editions plus the digital version (£25.20)  

I would like the digital edition only (£16.60) 

BeeCraft Magazine 

http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/
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Winter Talk 

Tuesday 7th November, 7:30pm at North Hall, Loxwood  

 

Pam Hunter will be giving us a talk on ‘Non-standard medications for the Control of Bee Prob-

lems’. 

 

Synopsis: A variation on Is Natural always Nice?  But concentrating more on the new medica-

tions.  There is now a plethora of new medicaments available for treating colonies, some claiming 

almost magical properties.  Almost all say that they are ‘natural’ and some that they ‘contain no 

chemicals’.  Organic acids are frequently an ingredient.  With so many products and such claims, 

we should all have amazingly healthy and productive colonies!  There are experimental data for 

some of these products while others seem to have none.  I shall discuss many of these claims and 

examine the reality of such touching faith in anything natural.  Overall there is some promise with 

a few products of activity against varroa, Nosema and chalk brood, but the beekeeper needs to be 

wary of accepting all the claims. 

 

Pam is a member of Central Sussex BKA, is a Master Beekeeper who has been keeping bees for 

over 25 years.  She is now Chairman of the BBKA Examinations Board, sets and marks module 

exams and is an assessor for the Basic, the General Husbandry and the Advanced Husbandry ex-

ams.  She has a particular interest in the interaction of plants, bees and the environment as well as 

the more biological/scientific aspects of bees and historical aspects of beekeeping. 

Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Rudgwick Village Hall on Saturday 

3rd March 2018.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the 

all important information booklet.   

 

WGBKA members qualify for a reduced rate of £35  

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book.  

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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“Bee Improvement for All” 
A whole days learning on how to improve your bees. 

.   

Bee Improvement should be of interest to all beekeepers and for a number of reasons including 

temper, quietness on the combs and suitability to the locality.  Learn how to improve your bees 

without buying imported queens that may not be best suited to our conditions or risking bring in 

diseases. 

 

Amongst the topics covered will be: 

 Setting the criteria you want in your bees. 

 How to assess your own and other people's colonies. 

 Recording assessments using simple methods. 

 Rearing queens from local bees to avoid relying on buying them. 

 Deciding which colonies to use queen cells from and which queens to replace. 

 Using natural queen cells the bees build. 

 "Artificial" queen rearing for those who want more queens. 

 Replacing queens in colonies. 

 Making up mating nuclei. 

 Getting queens mated. 

 Working with other beekeepers and the local BKA. 

 

There will be plenty of information on colony management, with emphasis on understanding what 

is happening inside colonies and keeping things simple. 

 

This course will help beekeepers to rear their own queens from local stock and not rely on im-

ports. 

 

 

Date:  Sun 19th November 2017 

 

Time: 9.00 for 9.30-4.30 approx. 

 

Venue: Rudgwick Village Hall, Guildford Road, Bucks Green, Rudgwick, WSussex. RH12 3JJ.  

A map to the venue is available on the BIBBA website. 

 

Cost: £10/head adult. £7/head for under 18, who must be accompanied by a fee paying adult.  

Refreshments included, but bring your own lunch. 

 

Bookings and Enquiries to: Daisy, 23 Hayes Lane, Slinfold, Horsham, WSussex. RH13 0SQ. 

Tel 01403 790 167 or  07980 280 852    

wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk.   

 

A Booking Form is available to download from the BIBBA website: https://bibba.com/event/bee-

improvement-bifa-day/ 

 

Details of the event are also on the WSBKA website: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/ 

mailto:wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk
https://bibba.com/event/bee-improvement-bifa-day/
https://bibba.com/event/bee-improvement-bifa-day/
file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/
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Patterson In Print 

I have written this PiP before the National Honey Show, so any comments 

about that event will have to wait until next month.  The NHS has changed 

very much in character since my first visit, to the then venue Caxton Hall 

in Westminster, soon after I started beekeeping.  For many years we hired 

a 50 seated coach that started in Midhurst and weaved its way through the 

various villages to pick up members. 

 

The NHS in those days was mainly a honey show, with usually the three 

main equipment suppliers and a few small bee related stands.  At a later 

date there were a couple of lectures on the Saturday that were run by the 

BBKA as the "BBKA Convention".  This later developed into the BBKA Spring Convention. 

 

Many of our members entered classes in the NHS, with some impressive results, some of their 

names appearing on cups and trophies.  At a later date three of our members performed various 

tasks for the NHS, one being the cup secretary, one the catering manager and another the schedule 

compiler and later the President. 

 

With the passing of time and the decline in the interest in showing, the trade stands, lectures and 

workshops have expanded and become more important, although the show-people probably 

wouldn't agree. 

 

The lecture and workshop programmes are an opportunity for the ordinary beekeeper to hear a 

wide variety of beekeeping topics from speakers they may not hear locally.  There are many other 

events in the process of being organised and I list a few here for 2018: 

 

 Eden Project Cornwall "Sustainable Beekeeping. A future without Imports". February 17th. 

 West Sussex Convention February 24th. 

 BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams, April 13th -15th. 

 Gormanston. Ireland.  Full week.  August 12th -17th. 

 BIBBA Conference, Cirencester.  September 7th -9th. 

 

These are all good events that are well worth attending.  I appreciate some may involve quite a bit 

of travel, but if you are really interested in the craft the effort is worth it.  Details of some of these 

will be given later. 

 

I recently spoke in Northumberland, so as it’s the best part of a day travelling in each direction, I 

took the opportunity of having a week off.  We had a good time, mainly walking.  There is so 

much to see, a brilliant coastline, castles, hills and heather moors.  On one day we visited a prop-

erty called Cragside, where the grounds that were previously craggy hillsides were planted with 

trees and shrubs about 100 years ago.  In the visitor centre I came across a beekeeper I know, Peter 

Mathews from Welwyn.  Our opening lines went like this........."Hello Peter, what are you doing 

here?"  "I'm on honeymoon!"  I keep telling you that Beekeeping is fun!  The last time I spoke at 

the same BKA (Alnwick) I had my old dog Meg, as well as the youthful Nell.  On one day we 

walked along Hadrian's Wall where the wind was so strong the 15 year old Meg got blown off the 

wall. 

 

I think that bees are going into the winter in better shape than at any time since the arrival of  

Nell and friend 
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varroa.  I don't know why that is, perhaps because the weaker ones that were susceptible to viruses 

have succumbed.  It is far too early to be complacent and we still need to keep an eye on them.  

There are subtle changes that I see, such as the taking of syrup.  For some time there have been 

some colonies that simply wouldn't take food, even though they had a need, the weather was warm 

and other colonies were taking it well.  I have had no problem this year. 

 

At the apiary we have one colony that has been formed by uniting 7 smallish colonies, mainly 

nucs.  Out of those 7 there were only a couple with laying queens, the rest were either queenless or 

had drone laying queens.  Instead of doing the usually advised newspaper method of uniting we 

shook all the bees off the combs into a box, arranged the combs in the way that bees do and let 

them get on with it.  The queen was caged for a day or so, and then released.  I have used this 

method many times.  It isn't one you will see in the books and it will probably not be accepted as 

an answer to an exam module question, but it works.  Subsequent inspection has shown the result-

ing colony to be doing quite well.  They were horribly out of balance, being mainly old bees, some 

with perhaps a high virus load, but as I keep saying we have a teaching apiary and you won't learn 

much by not doing things.  If it dies out we have several possible reasons, if it thrives and does 

well next year we may have learnt something.  Bees are very good at adapting to whatever bee-

keepers chuck at them. 

 

Now a final push for the Bee Improvement for All Day at Rudgwick on Sunday November 19th.  

Please don't think this isn't for you, because keeping any form of stock relies on the keeper being 

responsible enough to make sure they are well suited to their locality, healthy and docile.  The day 

will be packed with information on ways of assessing your colonies, comparing them with others 

and simple ways of raising your own queens.  Those who have been beekeeping long enough will 

remember that many colonies of bees in this area 20 years ago were horrible, many of them being 

so bad tempered that inspecting a colony was an unpleasant experience.  Through hard work and 

dedication we have some very good bees in the district now and I think we need to work together 

to keep it that way.  This day will give you ideas on how it can be achieved. 

 

If you haven't booked, then please contact Daisy.  Details have been circulated and are elsewhere 

in this newsletter.  We are approaching hall capacity, so don't delay. 

 

I only read newspapers occasionally and only if someone else buys them; but in acquiring a small 

bundle for lighting my smoker next year I came across this headline "Britain facing SNOW-

MAGEDDON as La Niña to bring Big Freeze".  By the time you have read this newsletter there is 

a reasonable chance I will have reached my three score years and ten.  In that time I have seen and 

heard many similar warnings, not many of them being correct.  I now prefer to predict the forth-

coming winter weather based on what I notice going on around me.  On 24th October I saw a red 

admiral butterfly, leaves were falling off the trees and Nell wagged her tail more than she did yes-

terday.  I can fairly confidently predict that this winter will be a mixture of dry spells followed by 

rain.  There may be some fogs and frosts with perhaps a flurry of snow on high ground.  I will buy 

another fleece, just in case! 

 

The BBKA and NBU release annual honey crop statistics.  The BBKA have come up first with a 

figure of 23.8lb. The headline in the press release states........ 

 

"The country’s honey crop remains depressingly small, just 24 lbs or approaching 11 kilos 

per beekeeper, pointing to a steady decline in the crop and an increase in worries about the 

future of honey bees" 

 

Do you spot what I spot? "....per beekeeper...."!  It will be interesting to see what the NBU figures 

are when they are released, but I suspect they will be different, as they always are, and they will 
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probably indicate it's for the more sensible per colony than per beekeeper!  This is the sort of thing 

that happens when they take beekeeping away from beekeepers and give to a PR agency, that is 

probably being paid out of your BBKA capitation fee. 

 

I never see the point of these statistics anyway.  They don't take into account how much honey was 

left for the bees, how much was fed and the location.  As everyone knows you can have wide 

variation in the same apiary. 

 

Roger 

An important part of our regular Varroa control measures is treatment with oxalic acid in winter.  

This is normally carried out at the end of December when we hope that there will be no sealed 

brood.  Oxalic acid acts only on the mites that are on adult bees so we need to treat at this time for 

effective control. 

 

It is only legal to use the approved product, Api-Bioxal. 

 

I have, as last year, obtained a supply of the smallest pack at a very good price, for supply to mem-

bers.  The pack makes 500ml of solution, and treatment is 5ml trickled per seam of bees. Thus the 

pack will treat a minimum of 10 large colonies, and is likely to be enough to treat up to 14 average 

hives.  Unfortunately there is no smaller pack.  For economy, small groups of members with only a 

few hives might like to get together and coordinate treatment (the solution must be applied within 

24 hours of mixing to comply with the instructions on the pack). 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 collected from me in Petworth. 

I can mail it to you at a total cost of £9.00 to include P&P. 

I will need payment in advance or on collection, which can be by BACS transfer to the WGBKA 

bank account. 

To order, please email me as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com 

Tom 
 

Varroa And Oxalic Acid 

Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “Api-Bioxal”  (i.e. J Blogs Api-Bioxal) 

The following apiary meeting date has been scheduled for  

November 2017. 
 

Saturday 4th November Gather from 1.30 p.m.  Notices at 1.50 p.m.  

 

Please remember to sign-in when attending meetings. 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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David Croxson gives some thoughts regarding Oxalic Acid sublimation. 

 

Are beekeepers going for “Buzz high” or “Varroa low”? 

 

There is seemingly a growing trend amongst beekeepers to purchase a vaporiser to vaporise oxalic 

acid crystals in order to control varroa destructor mite infestation in their hives; encouraged by the 

initial high cost for the equipment recently reducing to a more affordable level. 

 

All the reports that I have read, and my own very limited personal experience, suggest oxalic acid 

vapour can be very effective if used properly. 

 

Users are urged to be cautious about the harmful effects to the beekeeper, since oxalic acid can 

affect the body if it is inhaled, comes in contact with the eyes or skin, or is swallowed.  The occu-

pational health guidance that is required to be issued by employers to any employee using oxalic 

acid in many different industrial processes is perhaps ignored or neglected by beekeepers; particu-

larly those following the lead of certain, mainly US based You Tube presenters.  If appropriate sen-

sible personal protection is used, the associated health risks can be effectively minimised. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?

sa=t&source=web&cd=12&ved=0ahUKEwiY_MjlrYvXAhVLKVAKHaF8AXkQFgg6MAs&url=

https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fniosh%2Fdocs%2F81-123%2Fpdfs%

2F0474.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3ffe83HUbISvRSyU2zj02z . 

 

At the same time there is apparently a similar growing trend for human nicotine and cannabis users 

to more safely vaporise their tobacco and other herbal products; rather than inhale the smoke, 

which can contain many harmful residues of combustion. 

 

Interestingly a quick internet search reveals that the temperature for sublimating oxalic acid is pre-

cisely the same range as for the most popular cannabinoid!  Oxalic acid sublimation temperature is 

157 degrees Celsius and the "melting point” (decomposes) of oxalic acid is 189.5 degrees Celsius.  

The range of temperature in which all cannabinoids evaporate lies between 157 and 220 degrees 

Celsius.  As all cannabinoids have different boiling points, vaporising the same bowl of herb at 

different temperatures will generate different results. 

 

In general, there are two main effects, conveniently described by users as the “buzz high” and the 

“body high”.  Lower temperatures at 157 degrees Celsius apparently have more of a heady “buzz 

effect”, whilst higher temperatures, I am informed, will have a more “body load” effect. 

 

So the next time you see a beekeeper treating their hive with an oxalic acid vaporiser but without 

wearing impervious clothing and gloves, dust and splash proof eye protection and a high effi-

ciency particulate filter respirator, you might just wonder exactly what future “buzz” they’re brew-

ing up for themselves! 

 

David 

 

The only legal Oxalic Acid-based veterinary registered product for the control of Varroa on honey 

bees is Api-Bioxal.  Ed 

Oxalic Acid - Sublimation 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=12&ved=0ahUKEwiY_MjlrYvXAhVLKVAKHaF8AXkQFgg6MAs&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fniosh%2Fdocs%2F81-123%2Fpdfs%2F0474.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3ffe83HUbISvRSyU2zj02z
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=12&ved=0ahUKEwiY_MjlrYvXAhVLKVAKHaF8AXkQFgg6MAs&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fniosh%2Fdocs%2F81-123%2Fpdfs%2F0474.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3ffe83HUbISvRSyU2zj02z
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=12&ved=0ahUKEwiY_MjlrYvXAhVLKVAKHaF8AXkQFgg6MAs&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fniosh%2Fdocs%2F81-123%2Fpdfs%2F0474.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3ffe83HUbISvRSyU2zj02z
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=12&ved=0ahUKEwiY_MjlrYvXAhVLKVAKHaF8AXkQFgg6MAs&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fniosh%2Fdocs%2F81-123%2Fpdfs%2F0474.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3ffe83HUbISvRSyU2zj02z


Page 9 

9  

 

Booking Now Available 

“Making good use of your beeswax ” 
 

A Demonstration 

Friday 9th, Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th February 2018. 

 

To be held at the Hampers Green Community Centre, Petworth.  

10:00am start, 4:30-5:00pm finish. 
 

Most beekeepers accumulate beeswax, either from cappings or melted combs, which could be 

sold or exchanged for foundation; but many only have a small amount, so they just store it in the 

shed and don't know what to do with it.  This event will demonstrate making products that can be 

simply made with quite small quantities of beeswax.  These can be used by you and your family 

or will make useful and unusual presents.  The good thing is you know what the ingredients are. 

 

The demonstrator will be Jim Ryan from Thurles, Co Tipperary.  This is a return visit, as he was 

last here in February 2015.  Those who attended last time will agree that Jim is a very good and 

amusing demonstrator of making beeswax products.  He has a very good way of showing you 

how easy these items are to make, using minimal equipment that is in most kitchens. 

 

There will be about 5 items made on each day which may be slightly different, but Jim will begin 

by cleaning wax, then making such things as furniture polish, furniture cream, lip balm, skin 

cream, moisture bars, soap, etc.  He will also look at using honey in recipes – honey lip balm, 

honey soap, etc.  There may also be some alternative recipes that do not contain nut oils.  He does 

tend to make it up as he goes along.  Each day will be similar, so there is no need to attend them 

all. 

 

Judging by the previous events we are expecting this to be popular and as places are limited you 

will need to book early.  WG members will have a couple of weeks advance warning before other 

BKAs are informed.  If you leave it late, spaces may be taken. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to see a top demonstrator, so don't miss it. 

 

Cost:  

£5/head for WG members/partners.  

£10 non-members.  

Payment in cash only on the day. 

Booking essential.  Booking form on next page. 

 

Booking by email only using the booking form to Lisa Baker: lisabaker079@gmail.com stating 

which day you would like, with second and third choices.  Lisa will then email a confirmation. 

 

 

Roger 
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Wisborough Green Division - West Sussex BKA 
 
 

All Day Demonstration 
 

"Making good use of your beeswax" 
 

at:- Hampers Green Community Centre, Petworth, West Sussex. GU28 9NL 

Map here: http://www.petworthcommunity.org.uk/index.php/venues/hampers-green 
 

10.00am start;  finish around 4.30-5.00pm 

 

Choice of days.........Fri 9
th
 Sat 10

th
 and Sun 11

th
 February 2018 

Please indicate your preference by colouring in the above First choice  Second choice Third choice 
 

 
Booking Form. Please make your selection above, then fill in and email to Lisa Baker (details below) 
 
Name ………………………….  Which BKA are you from? ........... ..... ..... ..... ..... .....BKA / None 

Address   ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

  ………………………….. 

Postcode …………………………..           Tel No  ………………………….. 

Mob No  …………………………..            Email  ………………………….. 

 
Additional attendees:-  
Name    …………………………..   

Name    ………………………….    

 
 
Course fee £5 for WGBKA members and partners. £10 for non-members. Non-beekeepers are welcome.  
 
Payment by cash only on the day. 
 
Please bring your own lunch.  Refreshments available.  
 
Please feel free to bring cameras and recording devices.  As there will be molten wax and oils it is advis-
able to wear suitable clothing. 
 
This is a demonstration, therefore numbers are limited.  Please book early.  If you are unable to attend after 
booking, please inform Lisa, so your place may be allocated to someone else. 
 
Please fill out, then check it to see if you have left anything out, and email to: 
Lisa Baker lisabaker079@gmail.com who will acknowledge by returning this form with the date you have 
been allocated. 
 
All the details needed should be on this form or on the flyer.  If you have any queries please read first, be-
fore emailing Roger Patterson roger-patterson@btconnect.com   
 
If you have problems on the day call 07976 306 492. 

Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk 

http://www.petworthcommunity.org.uk/index.php/venues/hampers-green
file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/lisabaker079@gmail.com%20
file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/roger-patterson@btconnect.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Today is the last day of October, and the mild sunny weather this month has made-up for the dis-

mal days of August and September.  This afternoon the Met Office was giving a ‘feel like’ tem-

perature of 11oc and it was pleasantly warm in the sunshine; the bees were flying well, up until 

about 4pm when the temperature began to drop.  The forecast for tomorrow is much the same, 

with sunny spells and temperatures in the region of 12oc mid-afternoon; good bee foraging 

weather. 

 

It is surprising how much forage the bees have been able to 

find during the past two weeks, due mainly to the mild 

weather conditions.  I have seen the odd patch of ivy in 

flower; there are some bramble flowers in my (rather ne-

glected) garden; and the bees in ‘Buttercup’ have been busy 

collecting pollen from a nearby Fatsia japonica (many 

thanks to Tom for identifying this particular plant).  Com-

monly known as either Japanese aralia, false castor oil 

plant, or fig-leaf palm; it flowers in late autumn, October - 

November; it has small white flowers in globular clusters on 

long stalks.  The flowers are scented and a welcome provider 

of nectar at this time of year for bees and other insects.  The pollen is very pale in colour.  When I 

stood and watched for a few minutes the plant was ‘buzzing’ with honey bees, wasps, hover flies 

and a couple of bumble bees also visited. 

 

As I wrote in last month’s article, I last inspected my hives on 4th October; following treatment 

with MAQS, and prior to feeding with syrup.  The weather was so warm last week that I have no 

doubt some beekeepers were opening hives and inspecting colonies.  I left my bees undisturbed.  

I’m a firm believer in only opening a hive at this time of year if there is a specific need; for exam-

ple checking on a late ‘uniting’ or ‘re-queening’.  I think it is too disruptive to a colony to disturb 

its winter preparations simply to check on the status of stores, or to see how much brood there is.  

The bees will have ‘winter proofed’ their home, and don’t need a beekeeper crashing around dis-

placing wax and propolis; and possibly damaging the only queen they have. 

 

The bees have taken more syrup than I guessed would be required and so I visited Paynes on 18th 

October to purchase another barrel of Apiinvert.  They have sold more than usual this year and 

were nearly out of stock.  Paul Payne mentioned that a beekeeper had been in a couple of days ear-

lier who had only just extracted their honey crop; they had not yet treated for varroa, or undertaken 

any feeding; they said there was plenty of time! 

 

I started the active season this year with four colonies and am taking the same number into the 

winter.  Three colonies are in my main apiary; the fourth is at my new second apiary, half a mile 

away.  All colonies in the main apiary were treated with MAQS and then fed 12 litres of Apiinvert 

syrup.  The colony at the new apiary, ‘Buttercup’ did not receive an autumn varroa treatment; this 

was a conscious decision, as the colony was building-up from earlier queen problems and I did not 

want to risk a brood break or new queen issues at this stage.  The colony had already had a long 

brood break whilst raising replacement queens, which will have gone some way to reducing any 

varroa load.  If the colony was still in the main apiary, it would have been treated with the others,  

Tales From An Out-Apiary 

 

Fatsia japonica .  

Photograph: Jinny Goodman/Alamy 
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but as it stands alone, I am happy to delay treating with MAQS until the spring.  The colony will 

receive a treatment of Api-Bioxal in December, at the same time as my other colonies.  It will be 

interesting to see how ’Buttercup’ is affected by this change from the usual regime of treatment. 

 

Now that I have established how many colonies I am taking into winter, I can complete the Na-

tional Hive Count.  The email requesting beekeepers to complete the census has been issued this 

week.  See the next page of this newsletter for information regarding this. 

 

As I mentioned last month, two colonies are over-wintering with a super under the brood box.  

This is because there were wet stores in the supers following the varroa treatment; this is the only 

reason for this configuration of the boxes.  There has been a debate running on the BBKA forum 

regarding the placing of supers under brood boxes for the winter.  It appears that some beekeepers 

always over-winter their colonies in this way; but they do so for varying reasons.  Some place a 

full super of stores below the brood box in the belief that the bees are unable to survive a winter 

solely reliant on the stores in the brood chamber; others believe it helps keep the hive warmer, re-

duces damp, prevents mould, and protects from wind.  I can see the merits in all the arguments, but 

do not think it necessary to routinely over-winter colonies in this way. 

 

Another common debate is whether or not hives need insulating in winter.  I believe that if you 

keep locally adapted bees (rather than importing bees that have evolved to live in warmer climates 

than we have here in the UK) there should be no need to insulate hives.  I have heard about placing 

insulation between the roof and crown board; I cannot comment as to whether this has a beneficial 

effect as I have not tried it.  I believe that my bees are fully able to adapt to the changes in tem-

perature throughout the winter, and will regulate the temperature within the hive accordingly.  

Would it not be the case that if you insulate a hive, the bees will be ‘artificially’ warm and con-

tinue to raise brood at an inappropriate rate in relation to outside temperatures and forage avail-

ability?  No doubt minds greater than mine have worked it all out and written it down.   

 

There is a saying about there being more than one way to skin a cat; well there is definitely more 

than one way to keep bees! 

 

I have already removed the empty feeder from ‘Buttercup’; tomorrow I will go and remove the 

feeders from the hives in the main apiary.  Once this job is done, my autumn preparations will be 

complete.  The next stage will be the winter varroa treatment; I already have my supply of Api-

Bioxal , and the sugar to make the required syrup for drizzling; this is usually the first beekeeping 

job of the calendar year.  It will then be a case of monitoring and watching, ensuring the hives are 

not damaged by strong winds; and that the colonies do not run out of stores.  If the colonies are 

well prepared now, they should still be alive and thriving in the spring. 

 

I usually review my beekeeping year in the December issue of the newsletter and will do so again 

this year.  I was chatting to a beekeeper this week who is already reviewing their year and thinking 

ahead to next year.  They thought it was a good idea to increase the number of colonies they man-

aged; and will be taking more colonies into winter this year.  However, they are now contemplat-

ing the best way to reduce the number of colonies early next year, as they found that more hives 

equals more work; and more honey than they want to have to process!. 

 

For me, beekeeping is a hobby not a livelihood; therefore I want to enjoy the craft of beekeeping at 

a leisurely pace; whilst hopefully producing just enough honey to ensure the hobby is a 

self-funding one. 
 

Caroline 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the December edition no later than the 25th November.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hive Count 2017 
 

It is time to update your BeeBase records with the total number of overwintering hives as of 1st 

November 2017.   

 

Simply log in to BeeBase and select ‘Hive Count’ from the list of options displayed. 

 

Or use the following link:  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensus.cfm  

 

Please update your records by 31st December 2017. 

http://email.alertstationmail.co.uk/c/eJw9T8tqxDAM_Jr4aCw_9-JDm7JQKP2FxZHl3bBJHGwn_f26LBQGoZkRGgk9BIcYWfQaQTFaw7x85ftn9KC1terCZi8FOADRoYSyXFpjLL-YdzG6qxqV-DDa2UGLsFBptYU25-1vD8fMjyd7eOmETBHACAgRDUoFEpUCDHaiRIlVKieV77CS30uOtxe_gdPCssU_WtvroN4Gee2ohEchnqgEHin1e

